[Preoperative treatment of esophageal cancer with oral peplomycin jelly].
Pepleo-jelly, peplomycin (PEP) compounded with sodium polyacrylate (PANa), was used as a local preoperative chemotherapy for esophageal cancer. Thirty milligrams of PEP emulsified in 10 ml of jelly was orally administered for 17 patients on consecutive bed time, and the average total dose was 470 mg. Concentrations of PEP in blood and tissue were measured with a bioassay. PEP was not detected in the blood but was detected in esophageal tissue and regional lymphnodes. A significant difference (p less than 0.05) of tissue concentrations between normal esophageal mucosa (0.11 microgram/g) and malignant region (0.34 microgram/g) was noted. Furthermore, PEP was detected in many regional lymphnodes. Histological antitumor effect (Ef2) was noted in three of the eight metastatic lymphnodes. A side effect of this treatment was not recognized. It is believed that this treatment is safe and useful in combination with other adjuvant cancer therapy.